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Semester and year of current assessment of student learning: Fall 2024
Student outcome area included in this summary: Social Sciences
Members of the General Education Assessment of Student Learning Team: Joseph Cicatello, Brian Cronk, Mehwish Sarwari
Date this summary was completed: 5/19/2025
Courses included in student assessment: CRJ 101, ECO 201, ECO 202, GEG 102, HON 202, PSY 101, SOC 101, and SWK 101
Describe major findings of this assessment:
[bookmark: _Hlk159492835]Student Learning Outcome #1: Students will describe major concepts and theories of at least one discipline in the social sciences.
Number of students assessed: 630
Number and percentage of students who were rated as 
	Does not meet standard 	122 	(19%)
	Approaches standard		82  	(13%)
	Meets standard			213 	(34%)
	Exceeds standard		213  	(34%)


Student Learning Outcome #2: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the methods social scientists use to explore social phenomena.
Number of students assessed:   636
Number and percentage of students who were rated as 
	Does not meet standard		100 	(16%)
	Approaches standard		86  	(13.5%)
	Meets standard			205	(32%)
	Exceeds standard		245	(38.5%)

Summary of faculty responses:
	What would faculty choose to keep the same if they taught the course again?

· Focus on foundational skills, 
· Assignments, 
· Assessment tools, 
· Readings,
· In-class participation,
· Study guides, and 
· Review sessions

	What would faculty consider changing if they taught the course again?

· Further integration of baseline skills,
· Increased time for classroom discussions,
· Further emphasis of the different roles of theory and methods in examples,
· Further emphasis on baseline concepts and theories,
· More in-class, participatory exercises,
· More short writing exercises and class discussions,
· The textbook, and
· Require participation in the SRCC.

	Additional faculty comments:

· Need to find a cheaper textbook,
· Performance strongly correlates with attendance and participation,
· Need to generate greater motivation for attending class,
· Need to build technological literacy beyond their phones, and reduce phone usage in class
· Students definitely showed improvement over the course of the semester, and
· Students are reluctant to engage in group activities, but group activities really help them

Summary of instruments used to assess student work:
· Oral Presentations,
· Short Papers (1-10 pages),
· Exams, and
· In-class participation.

As applicable, describe what has been learned that could be helpful in the next assessment of student learning cycle:
N/A

As applicable, provide recommendations that could be helpful in improving the General Education Program:

Instructors within the program should place more emphasis on foundational skills, concepts, and theories, as well as more in-class, participatory exercises and assignments. The University needs to do more to motivate students to attend and participate in classes.
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